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Grading Basis Letter Grade
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PHILOSOPHY 3830 
Consciousness 

 
Instructor Course Details 
TBA Course # TBA 
Email: TBA Call # TBA 
Office: TBA Location: TBA 
Office hours: TBA Time: TBA 
 
Course description: this course is an introduction to consciousness with a focus on the interactions 
between philosophy, psychology, and neuroscience. Topics will include concepts of consciousness, 
the hard problem of consciousness, neural correlates of consciousness, global workspace theories, 
higher-order theories, representational theories, change blindness, the persistent vegetative state, 
the unity of consciousness, the function of consciousness, and the role of consciousness in perception, 
cognition, introspection, action, and free will. 
 
Course requirements: grades will be based on attendance and participation (25%) and three short 
5-6 page papers (25% each). All three papers must be completed in order to pass the course. Late 
papers will be penalized by a third of a letter grade per day. 
 
Course attendance and participation: this is a discussion-based class and a so significant portion of 
your final grade will be based upon attendance and participation. Students are expected to attend all 
classes, to complete the assigned reading in advance, and to participate regularly in class discussion. 
A record of attendance will be taken. Please turn off laptops and other electronic devices during class. 
 
Paper deadlines: paper topics will be announced two weeks in advance of the deadline. 
 

• First paper deadline: TBA 
• Second paper deadline: TBA 
• Third paper deadline: TBA 

 
Guidelines: please read James Pryor’s guidelines on reading and writing a philosophy paper 
at http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/index.html 
 
Academic Misconduct 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish 
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term 
“academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; 
illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with 
examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee 
(Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student 
Conduct http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/. 
 
Disability Services 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for 
Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should 
inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for 
Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; 
telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 
 
 
  

http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/index.html
http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/


Course Outline 
 
The Hard Problem of Consciousness 
Nagel: ‘What is it Like to be a Bat?’ 
Chalmers: ‘Facing Up to the Problem of Consciousness’ 
Dennett: ‘Facing Backwards on the Problem of Consciousness’ 
 
Concepts of Consciousness 
Block: ‘Some Concepts of Consciousness’ 
Dennett: ‘The Path Not Taken’ 
 
Neural Correlates of Consciousness 
Crick and Koch: ‘Toward a Neurobiological Theory of Consciousness’ 
Block: ‘How Not to Find the Neural Correlate of Consciousness’ 
 
Consciousness and Accessibility 
Baars: ‘Global Workspace Theory’ or ‘The Conscious Access Hypothesis’ 
Dehaene: ‘Neural Mechanisms for Access to Consciousness’ 
Lamme: ‘Why Visual Attention and Awareness Are Different’ 
Block: ‘Perceptual Consciousness Overflows Cognitive Access’ 
 
Change Blindness 
Dretske: ‘What Change Blindness Teaches About Consciousness’ 
Tye: ‘Attention, Seeing, and Change Blindness’ 
 
Higher-Order Theories of Consciousness 
Rosenthal: ‘A Theory of Consciousness’ 
Dretske: ‘Conscious Experience’ 
Byrne: ‘Some like it HOT’ 
Lau and Rosenthal: ‘Empirical Support for Higher-Order Theories’ 
 
Representational Theories of Consciousness 
Harman: ‘The Intrinsic Quality of Experience’ 
Tye: ‘A Representational Theory of Pains and their Phenomenal Character’ 
Peacocke: ‘Sensation and the Content of Experience’ 
Block: ‘Mental Paint’ 
 
The Function of Consciousness 
Dretske, ‘What Good is Consciousness?’ 
Rosenthal, ‘Consciousness and its Function’ 
 
Consciousness and Perception 
Weiskrantz: Consciousness Lost and Found, Ch. 1 
Merikle: ‘Perception without Awareness’ 
Dretske: ‘Perception without Awareness’ 
Smithies: ‘Perception and the External World’ 
 
Consciousness and the Vegetative State 
Owen: ‘Detecting Awareness in the Vegetative State’ 
Shea and Bayne: ‘The Vegetative State and the Science of Consciousness’ 
 
Consciousness and Introspection 
Schwitzgebel: ‘The Unreliability of Naïve Introspection’ 
Bayne and Spener: ‘Introspective Humility’ 
 



The Unity of Consciousness 
Gazzaniga: ‘The Split Brain in Man’ 
Nagel: ‘Brain Bisection and the Unity of Consciousness’ 
Chalmers and Bayne: ‘What is the Unity of Consciousness?’ 
Bayne: ‘The Unity of Consciousness and the Split-Brain Syndrome’ 
 
Consciousness and Action 
Milner and Goodale: ‘Precis of The Visual Brain in Action’ 
Clark: ‘Visual Experience and Motor Action: Are the Bonds Too Tight?’ 
Wallhagen: ‘Consciousness and Action: Does Cognitive Science Support (Mild) Epiphenomenalism’ 
 
Consciousness and Free Will 
Wegner, The Illusion of Conscious Will (selections) 
Libet, ‘Do We Have Free Will?’ 
Bayne, ‘Libet and the Case for Free Will Skepticism’ 
Mele, ‘Free Will: Action Theory Meets Neuroscience’ 
 
Consciousness and Cognition 
Nisbett and Wilson: ‘Telling More Than We Can Know’ 
Bargh and Chartrand: ‘The Unbearable Automaticity of Being’ 
Bargh and Morsella: ‘The Unconscious Mind’ 
Dijksterhuis and Nordgren: ‘A Theory of Unconscious Thought’ 
Baumeister, Masicampo, and Voh: ‘Do Conscious Thoughts Cause Behavior?’ 
Baumeister and Bargh: ‘Conscious and Unconscious’ 











 

Philosophy Undergraduate Major Curriculum Map 
and List of Semester Courses for Major 

 

Required 
Courses 

Course 
Number Course Title 

Students 
Develop 
Critical 

Thinking 
about 

Philosophy 

Students 
Read, Think 
about, and 

Write about 
the History of 

Philosophy 

Students Read, 
Think, and 

Write about 
Topics in 

Contemporary 
Philosophy 

Students Learn 
Formal 

Methods in 
Logic 

(prerequisite) 2500 Symbolic Logic B   B 
 3000 Gateway Seminar B    

(three of these 
required) 3210 History of Ancient 

Philosophy  I   

 3220 History of Medieval 
Philosophy  I   

 3230 History of 17th Century 
Philosophy  I   

 3240 History of 18th Century 
Philosophy  I   

 3250 History of 19th Century 
Philosophy  I   

 3261 Fundamental Concepts 
of Existentialism  I   

(required) 3300 Moral Philosophy I  I  
(two of these 

required) 3310 Morality and the Mind    I  

 3530 Philosophy of Logic I  I I 
 3650 Philosophy of Science I  I  

 3680 
Sex and Death: 

Introduction to the 
Philosophy of Biology 

I  I  

 3750 Introduction to Theory of 
Knowledge I  I  

 3700 Introduction to 
Metaphysics I  I  

 3800 Introduction to 
Philosophy of Mind I  I  

 3810 Philosophy of Action I  I  
 3820 Philosophy of Perception I  I  
 3830 Consciousness   I  

 3600 Introduction to 
Philosophy of Language I  I  

(two of these 
required) 5193 Individual Studies A A A A 

 5194 Group Studies A A A A 

 5210 Studies in Ancient 
Philosophy A A   

 5211 Plato A A   
 5212 Aristotle A A   

 5220 Studies in Medieval 
Philosophy A A   

 5230 Studies in 17th Century 
Philosophy A A   

 5240 Studies in 18th Century 
Philosophy A A   

 5241 Kant A A   



 5250 Studies in 19th Century 
Philosophy A A   

 5260 Studies in 20th Century 
Philosophy A A   

 5261 Existentialism and 
Phenomenology A A   

 5263 American Philosophy A A   

 5300 Advanced Moral 
Philosophy A  A  

 5400 Advanced Political and 
Social Philosophy A  A  

 5410 Advanced Philosophy of 
Law A  A  

 5420 Philosophical Topics in 
Feminist Theory A  A  

 5450 Advanced Aesthetic 
Theory A  A  

 5460 Philosophy in Literature     
 5500 Advanced Symbolic Logic A   A 
 5510 Advanced Logical Theory A   A 

 5520 Inductive Logic and 
Probability Theory A   A 

 5530 Philosophy of Logic and 
Mathematics A  A  

 5540 Theory of Rational 
Choice A  A A 

 5550 Nonclassical Logic A   A 

 5600 Advanced Philosophy of 
Language     

 5650 Advanced Philosophy of 
Science A  A  

 5700 Advanced Metaphysics A  A  

 5737 Proseminar in Cognitive 
Science A  A  

 5750 Advanced Theory of 
Knowledge A  A  

 5797 Study at a Foreign 
Institution A A A A 

 5800 Advanced Philosophy of 
Mind A  A  

 5830 Advanced Philosophy of 
Cognitive Science A  A  

 5840 Introduction to Cognitive 
Science A  A  

 5850 Philosophy of Religion A  A  

 5870 Topics in Jewish 
Philosophy A A A  

Elective 
Courses: 
Honors 

Program 

Course 
Number Course Title 

Students 
Develop 
Critical 

Thinking 
about 

Philosophy 

Students 
Read, Think, 

and Write 
about the 
History of 

Philosophy 

Students Read, 
Think, and 

Write about 
Topics in 

Contemporary 
Philosophy 

Students Learn 
Formal 

Methods in 
Logic 

 2450H Honors Philosophical 
Problems in the Arts I  I  

 2470H Honors Philosophy of 
Film I  I  

 2900H Freshman-Sophomore 
Proseminar I I I  
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 3341H 
Ethical Conflicts in 

Health Care Research, 
Policy, and Practice 

I I I  

 4900H Junior-Senior Proseminar A A A  

Elective 
Courses: 
General 

Course 
Number Course Title 

Students 
Develop 
Critical 

Thinking 
about 

Philosophy 

Students 
Read, Think, 

and Write 
about the 
History of 

Philosophy 

Students Read, 
Think, and 

Write about 
Topics in 

Contemporary 
Philosophy 

Students Learn 
Formal 

Methods in 
Logic 

 2120 Asian Philosophies I I   
 2194 Group Studies I I I I 
 2342 Environmental Ethics I  I  

 2400 Political and Social 
Philosophy I  I  

 2450 Philosophical Problems 
in the Arts I  I  

 2465 Death and the Meaning 
of Life I I   

 2500 Symbolic Logic    I 

 2650 Introduction to the 
Philosophy of Science I  I  

 2660 
Metaphysics, Religion, 

and Magic in the 
Scientific Revolution 

I I   

 2860 Science and Religion I  I  

 3111 Introduction to Jewish 
Philosophy I I   

 3260 Movements in 20th 
Century Philosophy I I   

 3262 Contemporary 
Continental Thought I I   

 3351 Judaism and Ethics I  I  

 3410 Philosophical Problems 
in the Law I  I  

 3420 
Philosophical 

Perspectives on Issues of 
Gender 

I  I  

 3430 The Philosophy of Sex 
and Love I  I  

 3440 Theorizing Race I  I  
 3870 Jewish Mysticism I I I  

 
Total Required Hours: 30 
 
Phil 2500; gateway seminar; three 3xxx history courses; three 3xxx systematic courses; two 5xxx courses, 
and one additional course at or above the 2xxx level 
 
B = Beginner Level 
I = Intermediate Level 
A = Advanced Level 
 
Note that, when a course is permitted to have a range of contents (at the discretion of the instructor), the 
course has been marked as apt to satisfy the full permitted range of undergraduate educational goals. 
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